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Monday 15th August

After months of discussion and planning, we were finally aboard the early morning (6.30am)
sailing of the MV Hamnavoe across the Pentland Firth to Scrabster and the north east of
Scotland, to start our journey to central London. An eventful bus journey through a foggy
landscape took us to Inverness. We had arranged to visit WASPS new Creative Academy, where
Kirsten Body, one of the artists based there, gave us a guided tour through the artists’ studios
and facilities. A surprise delight was Leaky’s second-hand bookshop, where the realisation and
awareness that our bags might already be too small began to emerge!

After a fine dinner, we set off for the station ready to board the Caledonian Sleeper.
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Over the course of the next five days we would
be seeing some extraordinary art, from the
ancient to the contemporary and visiting
some of the world’s leading art galleries and
museums, in particular the British Museum.
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Tuesday 16th August

We arrived off the Caledonian Sleeper at Euston Station just after 8am, and revived with some

breakfast we headed out into the bright sunshine and our first encounter with London heat! A

short walk to King’s Cross and we were on a number 61 London double decker taking us south

and over the river on Blackfriars Bridge. We had splendid views of the city skyline, clocking well-

known landmarks like the London Eye and the Shard.

Having deposited our bags at our accommodation, we set off for the Victoria and Albert

Museum. We all had particular interests of what we wanted to see — and some of us managed

to also take in the Science Museum and the Natural History Museum - all part of the museum

complex at South Kensington. |
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what was best about todmd?

The Prints and Drawing room at the British
Museum

Van Gogh drawing, more Wonderfu.l and
bigger than anticipated (I thought it would

be good!)
Feminine Power exhibition, in particular

seeing Waterhouse's ‘Circe’ (has begn a
favourite painting of mine for a while)

| loved our walk back through Trafalgar
Square

Isabel’s tour of the exhibition - emerging
artists, her insight and thinking

The layout of the selected drawings in the
study room

| enjoyed our walk around Covent Gardens
and our lovely dinner together
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Wednesday 17th August
Today was the highlight of our trip — as special visitors to the Prints and Drawings Study Room at
the British Museum. We were welcomed by Alice Christian, Isabel Seligman and Ashley Almedia
and some of the young people on the BM youth programme.
We had been invited to request particular drawings and prints to view from the vast collections.
We were all overwhelmed by the experience of seeing these so close up, and having expert
insight on each of them provided by Isabel.
During the afternoon, we found our own particular favourite displays within the Museum and
ended our afternoon in the Museum Tavern taking shelter from the torrential rain that had

An unexpected treat was a visit to Cornelissen and Son, which Andrew told us was Sylvia
Wishart's favourite art shop! Fully inspired by our BM experience, we all bought new
sketchbooks, drawing and other art materials.

Our day was rounded off with a very tasty meal in Chinatown, and a late night walk back to our
accommodation through Trafalgar Square and Westminster, taking in a few more well-known
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Our last day in London, curtailed by the rail strike, but we managed to cram an awful lot into it!
Tate Modern and the Yayoi Kusama Obliteration Room; and a meet up with Tate Young People’s
programmers, followed by boat bus to Tate Britain. Thanks to the Pier partnership with Plus
Tate, we had complimentary tickets to several of the temporary displays and time to do some
personal research at both galleries.
A long taxi ride took us to Gatwick and a flight to Inverness where we were to stay overnight.
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We headed into Inverness from the airport hotel to Highland Print Studio. We were able to see a
photoetching being proofed by senior technician John McNaught working with photographer
Craig Easton. We managed to squeeze a visit into Inverness Art Gallery and Museum, before
heading to the bus station and boarding a very busy bus back north to Scrabster, and the final
leg of our journey - back on the Hamnavoe to Stromness!
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Thank you!

We would like to thank everyone who has made this trip possible: The Bridget Riley Art
Foundation, supported by the Dorset Foundation in memory of Harry M Weinrebe for

their generous funding that enabled the trip to take place; Isabel, Alice, Ashley and Maria
at the British Museum. Ese and Kneau at Tate Modern; Ceri at Plus Tate for organising
complimentary tickets; Kirsten at Inverness Creative Academy; John and Alison at Highland
Print Studio and NorthLink Ferries for their sponsorship of our ferry travel. We especially
thank staff at the Pier Arts Centre for their careful and considerate organisation of the trip
and giving us such a fantastic opportunity.

Duncan, Meng, Louise, Molly and Beccy
as a memento, we all decorated this fan with highlights of the trip
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